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Criminal Law Conference: 
Fighting for Justice

The Criminal Law Committee of the Law Society of England and Wales is proud to 
announce its annual conference.

The conference is a practitioner-focused event and will provide busy solicitors with 
a unique opportunity to learn about the latest changes to criminal law, policy and 
practice all in one place. Delegates will hear from the Attorney General, leading 
practitioners, and academics involved in criminal justice.

Why attend?
This conference should be attended by all criminal law solicitors and others who 
have an interest in the future of the criminal justice system. Our conference is 
titled ‘Fighting for Justice’, but as well as fighting for justice the Law Society has 
been fighting hard for criminal practitioners, for example:

•	 The judicial review of the 2009 costs from central funds regulations

•	 The judicial review concerning the abolition of committal fees

•	 �Working with the CPS to make the ‘Transformation through Technology T3’ 
project work for the defence

•	 Challenging the Quality Assurance Scheme for Advocates

•	 Agreeing guidance with ACPO on mobile phones and laptops in police stations

•	 The publication of practice notes to support practitioners

•	 �Leading the opposition to clause 12 of the Legal Aid, Sentencing and 
Punishment of Offenders Bill, which would allow for the introduction of means 
testing for police station advice. 

This conference gives you the opportunity to hear the latest on topics including:

•	 �Police station legal advice - the importance of defendants’ rights during the 
investigation process and, in particular, the right of a suspect to have access to 
legal advice at the police station

•	 Outcome-focused regulation and its impact on criminal law 

•	 DNA and digital forensic evidence

•	 The importance of legal aid to a fair criminal justice system 

•	 �The Criminal Procedure Rules and the changes to the duties of defence 
solicitors in view of active case management. 

The profession faces many challenges in the near future, not only from the 
government, the Legal Services Commission, and from within the legal profession, 
but also from without with the development of Alternative Business Structures.  
The Law Society will be at the forefront of all those battles. 

As the Law Society shows it support and commits its resources to criminal 
practitioners, so practitioners should show their support by attending events such 
as this. Help the Society to help you by showing that it has the support  
of practitioners.

Who should attend?
Everyone involved in the practice of criminal law, including:

•	 �Criminal solicitors both defending 
and prosecuting 

•	 �Members of the judiciary and 
magistrates 

•	 Court staff 

•	 Paralegals

•	 Caseworkers 

•	 �Officials and staff working in  
the Ministry of Justice 

•	 Legal Services Commission staff



Venue
The Law Society’s Hall, 113 Chancery Lane, London, WC2A 1PL

Programme
09:45 Registration

10:15 - 10:30 Opening remarks
Speaker: Richard Atkinson, chair, Criminal Law Committee

10:30 - 11:00 Keynote speaker
Speaker: Attorney General, Dominic Grieve QC

11:00 - 12:00 Plenary 1 – The importance of the right to legal advice in 
police custody 
Speaker: TBC

12:00 - 13:15 Breakout A1 – Outcomes-focused regulation
•	How OFR will affect criminal law practitioners  
•	Areas of risk to be aware of including:
	 - Conflicts of interest
	 - Money laundering
	 - Properly recording client instructions
	 - The SRA’s probable approach to breaches
Speaker: Ian Kelcey, Kelcey and Hall

Breakout A2 – Forensic biology
Forensic biology
•	 �DNA profiling including low template and low copy 

number
•	 �An exploration of examination techniques of different 
body fluids

•	Blood pattern analysis
Speaker: John Manlove, Manlove Forensics

Digital evidence
Speaker: David Lattimore, Manlove Forensics

13:15 - 14:15 Lunch and networking

14:15 - 15:15 Plenary 2 – Legal aid
• �The impact of the October 2011 changes to criminal 

funding
• �The outcome of the judicial review into the abolition of 

committal fees
• The future viability of criminal legal aid firms
• �What the delay in BVT means 
Speaker: Richard Miller, head of legal aid, The Law Society

15:15 - 16:15 Plenary 3 – Are the Criminal Procedure Rules redefining 
the defence lawyers role?
Speakers: Christopher Murray, senior partner, Kingsley 
Napley, member of the Criminal Law Committee and 
Professor Jenny McEwan, professor of criminal law,  
School of Law, Exeter University 

16:15 - 16:30 Closing remarks
Speaker: John Wotton, president, the Law Society



Booking form

For enquiries, please telephone 020 7316 5700 or email events@lawsociety.org.uk

To book and pay 
Online
To register for this event online, please go to www.lawsociety.org.uk/events. Select the event 
you want to attend and click on the ‘register now’ tab. We recommend you pay online by 
credit/debit card to guarantee your place at this event immediately. If you choose to pay by 
cheque, please send payment, with your booking details attached, within 10 days of making the 
booking. Your booking is not guaranteed until we have received payment. If we do not receive 
your payment within 10 days of your online booking, your place may be released without notice. 

By Post
To register, please complete the form below in CAPITAL LETTERS and return it with a cheque 
made payable to The Law Society to: Law Society Operations Admin, 113 Chancery Lane, 
London WC2A 1PL or DX 56 Lon/Chancery Ln

Please note: bookings for this event cannot be taken over the phone

Title:  First name:  Surname: 

Position: 

Organisation: 

Address: 

 	 Postcode: 

Tel: 	 Fax: 

DX: 	 Email:  

Breakout session preferences.    

A1	 	 A2	

Access, dietary or other requirements:
Please advise if you have any additional requirements: 

Criminal Law Conference:
Fighting for Justice
4 May 2012. The Law Society, London

Office Use:
MK03   LB101   E12001

Delegates will be given a list 
of all delegate names. If you 
do not want your name to be 
published on the list,  
please tick this box

Registration fee

Early booking fees until		  Registration fee from 
31 March 2012:		  1 April 2012:
PC holders* working in Legal Aid		  PC holders* working in Legal Aid 
£145.00 + VAT = £174.00		  £195.00 + VAT = £234.00

PC holders* 		  PC holders*  
£295.00 + VAT = £354.00		  £345.00 + VAT = £414.00

Non-PC holders*		  Non-PC holders*  
£395.00 + VAT = £474.00		  £445.00 + VAT = £534.00

Advocacy Section members**		  Advocacy Section members** 
£145.00 + VAT = £174.00		  £245.00 + VAT = £294.00

Total payment	 £

Joining instructions will be sent by email two weeks before the event. VAT is charged at 20% 
* Practising Certificate Holders 
**Advocacy Section membership number:  



Early booking discount:
Book your place on the 
‘Criminal law conference: 
Fighting for Justice’ before  
31 March 2012 and save £50



Terms and Conditions

1.	� The Law Society reserves the right to amend or cancel this event. Should the event be cancelled a full 
refund of the registration fee will be made. The Law Society can accept no further liability if the event 
is cancelled, including no liability for any expenses incurred as a result of cancellation.

2.	� If you have any special dietary requirements you must give us written notice at least 10 working days 
before the event and a supplement may be payable.

3.	� Full payment is required unless you give written notice of cancellation at least 10 working days before 
the event, in which case you will be refunded the registration fee less an administration charge of 20%.

4.	� No refunds given for cancellations that occur within two weeks of the event date.
5.	 �You may substitute a colleague without charge, provided you confirm their full name in writing before 

the day of the event.
6.	 The delegate and the firm/organisation are jointly and severally liable for payment of the fees due.
7.	 The Law Society can accept no liability for any loss suffered by any person acting or refraining from 

action as a result of the material delivered during or in connection with the event.
8.	� Acceptance by the Law Society of your booking will give rise to a legally binding contract between us  

on these terms and conditions.

Books
Fixed Fees in the Criminal Courts, 2nd Edition

Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008

Criminal Procedure Rules, 2nd Edition

Drinking and Driving Offences, 2nd Edition

Preventative Orders

Prison Law

Road Traffic Offences Handbook

Sentencing Handbook

Find out more and order today at  
www.lawsociety.org.uk/bookshop

Accreditation Schemes
Find out about our Criminal Litigation Accreditation 
Scheme at www.lawsociety.org.uk/accreditation

You might also be interested in:
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